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Union County Democratic Central Committee

Meeting Minutes: 3/2/11

Meeting Called to Order: 5:11

Present: Marilyn Ewing, Carole H, Jerry S. Sharon E., Bill W., Cheryl S-W, Susan C,, Colleen J, Rich McD, Cindy H, Gray McG, Terry E. Kathleen C., Delores R. 

Introductions: Introductions were made.

Treasurer's Report and Minutes Approval: Glen suggests that folks read minutes on website and bring up any issues. Gray shares how to find meetings look for Union County Democrats, “our party” and “minutes”

Item: Glen & State ODP conference call, 

“Emerge” info program for women candidates,

State looking for participation at state fair – counties to host the booth and have an opportunity to raise funds – probably around end of September, 

Need to get date of our county fair to state – Susan, Glen passes notes from previous fair,  

Organizing for America – grassroots training around state east of Cascades – in Bend, 

April 30th fundraiser for state party looking for folks to attend

Check off for Democrats on Oregon state tax form, can check off for Democrat Party, have fliers to post – Glen will get to Gray to put on website, Kathleen – would be nice to promote it, other ideas? Facebook, ad in paper? Glen will talk to Janet H. may distribute to tax professionals? Marilyn is it connected to $50 write off? – it’s different from that it has to with OR refund, basics: State income tax, $3 check off for Dems

Item: PCP Precinct Committee Person recruitment – Norm Cimon volunteered to be a PCP, 

Kathleen – we can solicit at this meeting, 

Jerry passes out a list of folks to call, list came from voter list to contact to volunteer to be a PCP, has list of what a PCP does & a phone script, we are “shooting for” the 2012 election to have a ample representation of PCPs, a liaison for neighborhoods or smaller communities, Terry asked about a precinct map, we don’t have with us –it’s the same as voting precincts, if they show interest, send them info, can represent your own precinct or one that is adjoining, way to get more folks active and involved, need for training, Jerry has more lists available for folks to call,  stay in contact with folks and maybe invite them for an event maybe first week in May targeting maybe first Tuesday 5/3 in advance of this meeting, Bill mentions historical significance of workers struggle for a 8 hour day as Cindy suggests below

Cindy suggests a happy hour meeting would be willing to send out invitations 

Jerry mentions a word about being visible with wearing UCD T-shirt

Item:  Adopt a highway – Sharon will call and arrange for training in March and clean up in April, and when will the UCD sign up, Sharon will get this info out, 

Item: Brynne is absent, shares that Rosemary declines offer of garage sale at her house, looking for another location, does Rosemary need help with hauling out left over stuff? Brynne was also going to talk to some local musicians to help with a fund-raising event (possibly), Marilyn suggests connecting with Walla Walla Dems for speakers, maybe some sharing resources? When and how much  $$ do we need to raise before 2012 election? Janet H. would have info on costs of the Dems office. Presence of office is important. We currently have about $500 and will need to raise some serious $$$,  voter turn out in last election mid term versus presidential election? 

Item: Glen has been in touch with Robin Church, Glen is looking for volunteers to help put dates on a calendar

Note of interest: both Rich McD & Terry E (and Jerry) have been candidates for house district 57

New business:

Item: “Move to amend” re: Citizens United decision – corporations right to free speech, Bill – happenings of today are linked, e.g. WIS, & unions governor. got 1mil from Koch brothers, folks looking to strength the hold corporations have is to get rid of unions, supreme court ruling both corporations and union have the right to give unlimited $$ to campaigns, movements call to amend – in essence to state  corporations do not have right to free speech, trying to get a many groups as possible to support legalize democracy and person-hood, Bill has taken resolution and reword to reflect local mores, resolution to state central committee to also pass this resolution, 

Glen suggests that resolution is long and state party needs 25 days notice, we can try to get in regular, takes a super majority to pass, get it into everyone’s meeting and bring to next meeting and take a vote, and will possibly pass onto, in present state – longer than one page, Bill suggests asking for waiver to one page limit it will then be consistent language of other groups, are other counties taking this issue on? Not sure. 

Bill comments that it should be a bipartisan issue

Is there a single resolution – Bill - yes, but any group can modify as see fit, do we have to petition send onto rules and resolution at state party. Kathleen – good if it isn’t a surprise to them, 

Glen suggests that we review – will get copies to everyone via email, website and Facebook, 

Kathleen – is there a list of groups backing this resolution? State of Vermont is looking at it seriously, introduced by Sen. Lyons of VER.. 

Item: Resolution to support workers of Wisconsin, Glen drafted a statement of support, to Democrat reps in 

Kathleen – it needs to be reworked - 

Noted that other states have also looking at denying collective bargaining rights, 

Bill suggests that we pass the essence of message and have minor revisions as needed, 

Glen wants to bring to state central committee, 

Bill brings forth and Marilyn seconds that we look at this resolution, 

Glen reads through with brief comments of explanation, 

Add whereas in reference to other states, added “taking similar actions” to deny union workers basic rights,

 Republicans in other states are taking similar actions to deny both public and private union workers collective bargaining rights. 

Motion passes unanimously

Announcements: next meeting April 6th Rosemary is promoting a film “ Bang Bang your dead” a film about bullying, at EOU Huber Auditorium, April 7th, 6:00

Letters – need more writers and signers of letters, Gray will look into gmail possibilities

Fundraiser – maybe seed selling Oregon Rural Action will get $ .45 of every dollar. 

Adjourned: 6:23

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Evoy, Secretary 


